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Consul's guests and tried to carry him away from his table:
" which violence and affront not enduring to see com-
mitted before my eyes, in my own house, I closed with
the Aga myself to relieve the merchant. In which
struggle he both tore my vest and suddenly drawing his
handgarr offered to strike it violently into my bowels,
but was prevented by some about me that were more
vigilant for my safety than in my heat I could be of my-
self." Nothing could, however, prevent the Aga from
carrying the Consul and his guests off to his house and
locking them up. The whole city of Aleppo cried out
upon this outrage, and the Pasha, yielding to Moslem
public opinion, ordered the Aga to set his captives free ;
but would on no account remit the balance, which had
to be paid to the utmost asper.

However, the poor Consul had one satisfaction: the
French were no gainers by the loss they brought upon
the English; " For," he writes, " the Bassa, having
eaten in this business 13,000 dollars from us, now falls
upon them and demands 20,000 dollars of them for a
service done them against us, which he has been put
upon by some that wish us well here, and will sure exact
the greatest part of it, which will go near both to ruin
them and their trade here and make them know the price
of their malice and want of judgment in this late action ;
the Turk desiring no better harvest than to see two
Christian Ambassadors or Consuls contend before his
tribunal."1

Our second instance belongs to some hundred years
later. During the European War which began in 1741,
and ended in 1748 our Ambassador at Constantinople was
faced by a similar situation. The English fleet was

1 Consul Riley to the Council of State, Aleppo, June 19, 1652.
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